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OVERVIEW 
The PMI Insights project is a $30 million award funded by the U.S. President’s Malaria Initiative 

(PMI) that works in partnership with the Global Fund, the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 

and malaria-endemic countries to ensure the most effective and efficient use of resources to 

fight malaria and save lives. The project designs, implements, and disseminates research that 
identifies best practices for control and elimination, informs strategies to achieve and maintain 

high levels of intervention coverage, and guides deployment of new tools and approaches.  

 

PMI Insights envisions a world where national malaria programs drive the agenda to have the 

most appropriate mix of new and existing tools to reduce the burden of malaria and accelerate 

progress toward elimination. 

 

GLOBAL RESEARCH PRIORITIZATION 
One of PMI Insights’ key mandates is to design and implement a consultative process with 

malaria stakeholders to identify the most pressing knowledge gaps in malaria control and 

elimination policy, strategy, and implementation guidance, and define a priority operational 

research (OR) and program evaluation (PE) agenda to address and close these gaps. The 

research prioritization agenda will build upon and aim to align with other malaria research 

prioritization setting processes that countries, regional initiatives, and global-level organizations 

have recently undertaken. 

 

The overarching goal of this activity is to foster greater alignment of OR and PE priority areas 

of national malaria programs with funding agencies, informing a more coordinated and 

complementary approach to donor investments in the country-identified priority areas. To 

achieve this aim, PMI Insights will engage with national malaria programs, country-based 
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research and implementing partners, donors, WHO Global Malaria Programme staff, and other 

key malaria stakeholders in defining the OR and PE priority agenda.  

 

APPROACH 
PMI Insights will use a systematic, highly collaborative, and consultative approach for the 

development of the research prioritization agenda through the following phases: 

 Phase 1: Develop a framework to guide the research prioritization activity. The 

framework outlines key thematic areas for the research prioritization process and a set 

of evaluation criteria to assess and rank the identified research priorities. The 

framework will guide the stakeholder consultations and document review and synthesis 

and will be used to frame the research agenda. 

 Phase II: Conduct a document review and synthesis of existing information to identify 

key knowledge gaps in malaria control and elimination policy, strategy, and 

implementation guidance and examine recent efforts to define research priorities. 

 Phase III: Conduct consultations with key malaria stakeholders, including national malaria 

program staff from PMI focus countries, endemic country research institutions, funding 
agencies, implementing partners, and others, to understand key pressing policy, strategic 

guidance, and program guideline gaps and OR and PE priority questions. A mix of 

approaches will be used to gather stakeholder inputs to ensure a robust and inclusive 

process: key informant interviews and small group discussions, online surveys, and a 

stakeholder convening meeting to hear directly from country stakeholders on key OR 

and PE priority areas. 

 Phase IV: Evaluate the research priorities and drive consensus around them. This phase 

will entail convening a representative group of stakeholders to evaluate the research 

priorities identified in Phases II and III, using the outlined evaluation criteria in the OR 

prioritization framework developed in Phase 1; then sharing the OR and PE agenda with 

the broader group of engaged stakeholders to further refine and garner buy-in around 

the research priority areas. 

 Phase V: Document and disseminate the OR prioritization process and the final set of 

research priorities with the global malaria community. 

PMI Insights will continually track, document, and share progress and outputs on the finalized 

research agenda with the broader malaria community, and update the agenda annually through 

ongoing engagement with national malaria programs and malaria-endemic research institutions 

to ensure its relevancy and usefulness. 
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